
 

 

HARDINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL 
The Parish Room, The High Street, Hardingstone, Northampton, NN4 6DA 

clerk@hardingstoneparishcouncil.gov.uk, 07709 523746  www.hardingstoneparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Minutes of Finance and General Purposes Committee, Hardingstone Parish Council 

Held on Wednesday 8th August 2018 in the Parish Room, Hardingstone 

 Present:  Chair Cllr David Laughton, Cllr Matthew Haines, Cllr Bob Jones and Cllr Perry Thomas  

Meeting Start: 7.30pm 

15. Apologies 
Schedule 12 of the Local Government Act 1972 requires a record be kept of the members present and that this 
record form part of the minutes of the meeting. Members who cannot attend a meeting should tender 
apologies to the Clerk as it is usual for the grounds upon which apologies are tendered also to be recorded. 
Under Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, members present must decide whether the reason(s) 
for a member’s absence are acceptable.   

Cllr Gary Shields, Clerk  

16. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interests 
Under the Parish Council’s Code of Conduct, Members must declare any pecuniary interests not previously 
disclosed.   

None were disclosed. 

17. Public Time 
There were no public present 

18. To approve the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Meeting held on 9th May 2018 
The minutes were approved and signed.  

19. To consider and approve leases for Scouts, Guides and Allotments and next steps required 
It was agreed that the clause relating to accessway should be added to the Allotments lease (after the 
paragraph headed ‘Use of Land’) and that in all three leases the accessway be described as ‘no more than 
one metre wide’. 
 
It was agreed that the words ‘if so demanded’ should be inserted after ‘payable annually in advance’ within 
the Rent paragraph of the Allotments lease.   These words were already included in Para 2a of the Scouts and 
Guides leases. 
 
It was agreed that the commencement date of the Scouts and Guides leases should, if possible, be backdated 
to 30th September 2005, this being the day after the expiry of their previous leases.  If necessary, a side letter 
could be written confirming that no back rent would be payable in respect of that date and the date of 
signing a new lease.  On that basis it was felt that a term of 35 years could be granted. 
 
It was noted that both the Scouts and Guides boundaries as shown on the new plans were not in accordance 
with those granted in their previous leases.  It was agreed that the original boundaries be reinstated.  Cllr 
Jones agreed to redo the plans. 
 
The Committee were unhappy that the solicitor had rejected our suggested wording regarding automatic 
one-year rolling extension terms to the leases.  Since no reason had been given for this rejection Cllr 
Laughton agreed to challenge the solicitor on this point and request whether they could suggest changes to 
our wording which would achieve a similar outcome. 
 
Cllr Laughton also agreed to enquire of the solicitor as to the ongoing validity of the obligations in Clauses 2(j) 
and 2(k) of the Guides lease and Clauses 2(i) and 2(j) of the Scouts lease, which both expired on 29th 
September 2005. 
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Meeting closed at 8.10pm 

Date of next meeting – 12th September 2018 


